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Kia Ora

Welcome to the 2021 catalogue. Please take some time & 
read about what we grow + some advice on selecting the 
right ferns for the right place.

The bare paddock we purchased 22 years ago is now fi lled 
with thousands of native plants. This has created environs 
where both us, the humans, & the ferns we propagate can 
fl ourish.

We saw our fi rst Kererū here last spring feeding on the 
Kowhai – felt like a milestone had been reached.

Our ongoing commitment to developing the facilities 
continues with a new hardening-off  area that is connected 
to our rolling bench system. This gives us the capacity to 
get plants ready & hardened off  so when they are planted 
out, they will be more acclimatized to what they are likely to 
have to deal with in the real world. 

Ferns fi ll many niches in the environs, from building soil 
& creating seedbeds on open sites for native plants to 
succession thru, to clothing deep dark banks in forests & 
everything in between.

Here on the Canterbury Plains where our nursery is 
situated, we are now left with a very diff erent landscape 
than when our forebears arrived to these shores. Some 
balance is needed & native fauna recovery needs native 
fl ora to establish fi rst. With 0.5 % biodiversity left in our 
region, a great eff ort is needed to get some balance back 
into our landscapes.



We see the use of successional planting systems as a 
possible way forward in large scale restoration projects. 
When one looks at nature & how it naturally fi lls a void, 
often it is a few species that quickly come back. These 
early pioneers quickly fi ll the space & get a canopy over 
the precious soil, so it doesn’t get washed away. Shade 
is created where future seeds can germinate & the 
forest starts building again.

Please view our website www.fernfactor.co.nz & have 
a look at the What’s New section where we have some 
PDF’s uploaded on possible paths for healing the land.
I think we all understand that these coming years are 
crucial in swaying the world back to a healthier space 
for both us & the environs.

Give Nature a Nudge!     
Regards 
Paul & the team @ fern factor
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Please check website as in the 
What’s New section there are 
2 leafl ets available specifi cally 
about our pioneer ferns.





















Adiantum aethiopicum` makaka, a maidenhair X     H X 7
Adiantum cunninghamii common maidenhair      H  8
Adiantum formosum giant maidenhair      E X 7
Adiantum hispidulum rosy maidenhair     X T X 7
Adiantum raddianum* maidenhair Fern   X   T X 25
Adiantum raddianum cv. Ocean Spray* ocean spray fern   X   T X 25
Asplenium bulbiferum hen & chicken fern    X    X E X 9
Asplenium lyalli lyall’s spleenwort      E  8
Asplenium oblongifolium shining spleenwort      E  10
Aspl. oblong x A. bulbiferum maori princess   X     H X 10
Asplenium obtusatum shore spleenwort      H  9
Asplenium xlurcrosum* hen & chicken hybrid X    X E X 9
Austroblechnum colensoi petako X  X   H X 14
Austroblechnum lanceolatum nini X  X   H  13
Austroblechnum norfolkianum norfolk fern      E  14
Austroblechnum penna-marina little hardfern      H  12
Cranfi llia deltoides korokio X  X   H X 14
Cranfi llia fl uviatilis kiwakiwa X  X   H X 11
Cyathea dealbata ponga, silver fern     X E  5
Cyathea medullaris mamaku, black tree fern   X   T X 5 
Cyathea smithii katote, soft tree fern X  X   E X 5
Dicksonia fi brosa kuripaka, wheki ponga      H  6
Dicksonia lanata tuokura   X   H  16
Dicksonia squarrosa wheki, rough tree fern   X   H  6
Doodia australis pukupuku      H  13
Dryopteris erythrosora* japanese autumn fern   X  X H X 26
Dryopteris felix-mass* male fern X X X X X X X 24
Dryopteris varia* apricot fern      H  26
Dryopteris wallichiana* mountain fern X  X   H X 26
Gymnocarpium oyamense* oak fern X  X   H X 27
Histiopteris incisa mata  X X   H 
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Hiya distans pig fern   X   H 
Hypolepis  ambigua common pig fern   X   H 
Hypolepis lactea pig fern   X   H 
Hypolepis rufobarbata sticky pig fern   X   H 
Lastreopsis glabella smooth shield fern X     H X 15
Lastreopsis hispida hairy fern X     H X 15
Lastreopsis microsora creeping shield fern X     E X 15
Lastreopsis velutina velvet fern X  X   H X 15
Leptolepia novae zelandiae lace fern X  X   H X 16
Lomaria discolor piupiu, crown fern X    X H X 11
Paesia scaberula scented fern  X    H  20
Pellaea falcata sickle fern   X  X E  16
Pellaea rotundifolia button fern, tarawera     X H  17
Parablechnum minus swamp kiokio   X   H  11
Parablechnum montanum mountain kiokio      H  12
Parablechnum novae-zelandiae kiokio   X   H  12
Parablechnum procerum small kiokio     X H X 13
Pneumanopteris pennigera gully fern X  X   E X 18
Polystichum braunii* holly fern X  X   H  27
Polystichum oculatum black shield fern      H  17
Polystichum rigens* rigger’s shield fern X  X   H  28
Polystichum setiferum* soft shield fern X  X   H X 28
Polystichum vestitum puniu, shield fern    X X H  18
Pteridum esculentum bracken  X   X H  20
Zealandia pust subsp pustulata hounds tongue, maratata     X H  16
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Spore Propagated Ground & Tree Ferns

container size  no. of plants per 
   courier box
8 cm jiff y   48
10 cm pot   24
17.5 cm pot  9
19 cm pot   6

37 cm pot   13 per pallet

Trunk Propgated Tree Ferns

Wheki (Dicksonia squarrosa)
bag size   trunk  height 
Grade 1   0-400mm 
Grade 2   400-800mm 
Grade 3   800-1200mm 
Grade 4   1200-1600mm 
Grade 5   1600-2200mm 
Grade 6   2200mm +  

Wheki - Ponga (Dicksonia fi brosa)
trunk  height 
100 - 500mm
500 - 1000mm
1000 - 1500mm

Wheki delivery details
• delivered on pallets
• minimum order is one pallet load 
• approx. 18 assorted bag sizes of wheki per pallet

Katote (Cyathea smithii)
trunk  height 
0 - 400mm
400 - 800mm
800 - 1200mm
1200 - 1600mm

1600mm+

Ponga (Cyathea dealbata)
trunk  height 
100 - 500mm
500 - 1000mm

1000 - 1500mm

Mamaku (Cyathea medullaris)
trunk  height 
100 - 400mm
400 - 900mm
900 - 1400mm

1400+
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